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vigorously attacked the Foote resolution, agreeing
with Benton that it was an expression of Eastern
jealousy and that its adoption would greatly re-
tard the development of the West. He laid much
stress upon the common interests of the Western
and Southern people and openly invited the one
to an alliance with the other. He deprecated the
tendencies of the Federal Government to consoli-
dation and declared himself "opposed, in any
shape, to all unnecessary extension of the powers or
the influence of the Legislature or Executive of the
Union over the States, or the people of the States."
Throughout the speech ran side by side the twin
ideas of strict construction and state rights; in
every sentence breathed the protest of South
Carolina against the protective tariff.

Just as the South Carolinian began speaking, a
shadow darkened the doorway of the Senate cham-
ber, and Daniel Webster stepped casually inside.
The Massachusetts member was at the time ab-
sorbed in the preparation of certain cases that were
coming up before the Supreme Court, and he had
given little attention either to Foote's resolution
or to the debate upon it. What he now heard,
however, quickly drove Carver's Lessee vs. John
Jacob Astor quite out of his mind. Aspersions